TOWN   LIFE

and insubordinate, proud of their professional honour, very
sensitive to the public opinion of their fellow-men, but ready to
exercise their spirit of criticism at the expense of the authorities.
The tendencies of this spirit prevailing among the townspeople
are illustrated by the literature written for their benefit, by the
tales and fabliaux (popular and 'cautionary' stories in verse) -
satirical compositions which were often indecent and embellished
with coarse jests and allusions to the baser physical functions,
the mishaps of husbands, and the misconduct of wives - a type of
pleasantry afterwards known as gauloiserie, though there is no
evidence that the Gauls had a taste for humour of this kind; it
seems more in keeping with the tastes of the Picard, Norman, and
Burgundian population, among whom French civilization arose.
This literature of the towns is in striking contrast to the litera-
ture of the court nobility, the romances of chivalry, in which
chivalrous sentiments and reverence for womanhood predominate.
This middle-class tradition of penetrating observation and a wit
satirical sometimes to the point of licence was to survive in the
writers most characteristic of the French type of mind, such as
Rabelais, Moliere, La Fontaine, and Voltaire.